Questions to Ask Domestic Violence Victims
Who Emigrated to the United States to Join
Their Fiancé(e) or Spouse
How did you first meet or speak with your fiancé
(e)/spouse (for ease of reference, “fiancé”)? Did
anyone arrange your introduction? If so, who?
Did this person or entity require you or your fiancé to pay a fee for the introduction/matchmaking service?
Could you tell me more about this person or entity (for ease of reference, “matchmaking service”)? Was the matchmaking service affiliated
with a religious or cultural organization?
How old were you when the matchmaking service
introduced you to your fiancé?
Did the matchmaking service attempt to verify
your age? Did it ask for any documentation concerning your age?
How did you learn about the matchmaking service? How did you communicate with it?
What is the contact information for the matchmaking service?
Did it ask for permission to share your contact
information with your fiancé before you met or
spoke with your fiancé for the first time? Did you
provide your permission in writing?
Did you receive any background information
about your fiancé before you met or spoke for the
first time?
Did the matchmaking service inform you of its
obligation to search the National Sex Offender
Public Website and determine whether that website contains any information regarding your fiancé?
Did this person or entity provide you any documents or other information concerning its search
of the sex offender website?

Did the matchmaking service provide you with any
information about or copies of police or court
records concerning:
 Temporary restraining or civil protection orders?
 Arrests or convictions for assault, battery,
homicide, manslaughter, or murder?
 Domestic violence, rape, sexual assault,
abusive sexual contact, sexual exploitation,
incest, child abuse or neglect?
 Torture, human trafficking, holding hostage,
involuntary servitude or slavery?
 Kidnapping, abduction, unlawful criminal
restraint, false imprisonment or stalking?
 Prostitution?
 Alcohol or drug abuse?
Did you receive any information about your U.S.
fiancé(e) or spouse’s:
 Prior marriages?
 Prior efforts to obtain visas for other fiancé
(e)s or spouses?
 Children under the age of 18?
 Prior states or countries of residence?
Did you receive this pamphlet from the matchmaking service? http://www.uscis.gov/sites/
default/files/USCIS/Humanitarian/Battered%
20Spouse,%20Children%20%26%20Parents/
IMBRA%20Pamphlet%20Final%2001-07-2011%

Suspicion? Concern? Question?
Notify us immediately!
If the answers to any of these questions suggest that an
IMB made an introduction and failed to satisfy the requirements identified in this pamphlet, notify us immediately.
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over the internet. Lana tells you that she emigrated to the United States to join her fiancé — now
her batterer and spouse — here. Interesting background information, you think, but does it bear on
your investigation or analysis of her domestic
violence case? It should.
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*Lana is a fictional character used for illustrative purposes only.

How will I know if an IMB was involved
in a particular case?
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How does IMBRA regulate IMBs?
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an IMB to avoid disclosing that fact; still others may not
know what an IMB is or understand the legal requirements attaching to IMBs. On the back of this pamphlet
you will find a list of questions to ask domestic violence
victims who are foreign nationals. If the answers to any
of these questions suggest that an IMB was involved
and failed to satisfy the requirements identified in this
pamphlet, contact us today.
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